








9

of government-owned or -controlled properties for the
construction of infrastructure and installation of equipment
necessary for the immediate and effective implementation
of the Program: Provided, That the fees to be collected
should be just and reasonably sufficient to cover the costs
of supervision and regulation. The revenue collected from
local fees, charges, and other local impositions shall inure
solely to the benefit of, and be subject to, disposition by
the LGUs.

The DICT shall coordinate with the concerned NGAs
and LGUs, and conduct the necessary consultations with
civil society organizations and other stakeholder groups in
the development of the implementing rules and policies for
the permitting and certification process.

Failure on the part of the issuing agency to release
the applied license without informing the applicant business
entity of the errors, omissions, or additional documents
required shall mean automatic approval of the license or
permit applied for within seven (7) days after submission
of the applicant business entity of the complete
requirements and payment of the corresponding fees:
Provided, however, That in case where the cause of delay
is due to force majeure or natural or man-made disaster
which may result to damage or destruction of documents,
the prescribed processing time shall be suspended and
appropriate adjustments shall be made.

No additional steps, permits, certificates, or fees shall
be required from any applicant other than the requirements
stipulated by the DICT.

Initial issuances and agreements necessary to
facilitate the implementation of the streamlined process
shall be issued or released within three (3) months from
the effectivity of this Act.

The DILG shall be responsible for monitoring the
compliance of concerned LGUs with the requirements of
the Program.
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SEC. 16. Annual Report. — The DICT, in coordination
with other relevant NGAs and LGUs, shall prepare an
annual report on the status of the implementation of the
Program, and recommend necessary policies for the
effective implementation of this Act.

This report shall be submitted to the President of the
Philippines, the Senate President, the House Speaker, and
the Chairpersons of the Committee on Science and
Technology of the Senate of the Philippines, and the
Committee on Information and Communications Technology
of the House of Representatives.

SEC. 17. Free Public Internet Access Fund. — There
is hereby created a Free Public Internet Access Fund
(FPIAF) under the management of the DICT to provide
financing for the implementation of the Program. The
FPIAF shall be funded out of the Spectrum Users Fees
collected by the NTC and other sources to be identified
by tl}e Department of Budget and Management.

SEC. 18 Appropriations. — The amount necessary for
the immediate and effective implementation of this Act
shall be charged against any available funds of the DICT,
the NTC, and the National Privacy Commission. Thereafter,
such sums as may be necessary for the implementation of
this Act shall be sourced from the FPIAF.

Any deficiency in the budgetary requirements for the
implementation of this Act shall be included in the annual
General Appropriations Act.

SEC. 19. Implementing Rules and Regulations. — Within
ninety (90) days from the effectivity of this Act, the DICT,
in coordination with relevant agencies, shall promulgate the
necessary rules and regulations for the effective
implementation of this Act.

SEC. 20. Separability Clause. — Should any provision
herein be declared unconstitutional, the same shall not
affect the validity of the other provisions of this Act.
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SEC. 21. Repealing Clause. — All laws, decrees, orders,
rules and regulations or other issuances or parts
inconsistent with the provisions of this Act are hereby
repealed or modified accordingly.

SEC. 22. Effectivity. — This Act shall take effect fifteen
(15) days after its publication in the Official Gazette or in
any two (2) newspapers of general circulation.

Approved,

AV ald)
PANTALEON D REZ A&mﬁ “KOKO” P MENT@ I

Speaker of Duse President of the Senate

This Act which is a consolidation of Senate Bill No. 1277
and House Bill No. 5225 was finally passed by the Senate
and the House of Representatives on May 24, 2017 and
May 23, 2017, respectively.
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Secretary Geheral Secretary of the Senate
House of Representatives

Approved: AUG 0 2 2817
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ROD ROA DUTERTE
President of the Philippines
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